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What is an International Food Standard? 

•  Codex standards are based on the best available 
science provided by FAO and WHO 

•  While being recommendations for voluntary 
application by members, Codex standards serve in 
many cases as a basis for national food legislation 

•  Codex members cover 99% of the world’s population. 

•  Members of the WTO and signatories of the 
Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary measures 
(SPS) and the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) are 
expected to participate in the work of the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission 
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